
It was a pleasure to see so many new and returning families in attendance at our annual Meet the Teacher on 
September 17th. Thank you for all your support in attending this important event. If you have not yet had an 
opportunity to visit the school and meet your child’s teacher, please do not hesitate to contact him or her to 
arrange a visit. The staff at Briargreen appreciate all that you do to support our students with their learning. 

Thank you also to all of you who were able to attend the School Council’s  Family Barbecue. Many of the staff 
commented on how the barbecue is a welcome opportunity to make connections with students and their fami-
lies. Hats off to our School Council for hosting this event. 

On Tuesday September 23rd , the entire school participated in our Annual Terry Fox Day. The students had 
lots of fun and it was wonderful to have so many parents out  to support. We appreciate the donations of 
friends and families as the students raised over $1200 for cancer research. Thank you to Mrs. Riou  the Terry 
Fox team for coordinating this important event! 

Progress reports will be heading home on Nov. 13.  This is an important opportunity for parents to discuss 
children’s learning with teachers. You will receive an invitation for a parent-teacher meeting and we encour-
age you to take advantage of this opportunity. Be aware that you can also schedule an appointment with core 
French, or music teachers. Please let your child’s teacher know if you are unavailable at the proposed time or 
would prefer a telephone conference and her or she will make every effort to accommodate you. If you have 
concerns or questions before then, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher. 

Please be aware that it is critical that the office be able to reach you in the case of an emergency.  We are 
sending home a copy of the contact information that we currently have on file. Please update this and return it 
(with changes or write none if there aren’t any,) to your child’s teacher. During the year, if you change your 
home or work number, or your child's emergency contacts change, please call the office with the new infor-
mation as soon as possible so that we remain up to date.  Your child's health and well-being are very im-
portant to us. 

From the Principal      October 2014 

Briargreen Public School 
19 Parkfield Cres.  Ottawa, ON 

Telephone:  613 828-5027  Fax: 613 828-1485 

Leslie McLeod, Principal        Karen Ashton, Office Administrator 

Pam Thistle, Office Assistant    Cindy Dowdell, Chief Custodian  

Frank Wiley, Superintendent    www.briargreenps.ocdsb.ca  

 

Where We Like to Be! 

Upcoming Dates 

 Halloween Parade Oct. 31. Be ready for the show which will start at approximately 9:20! 
Please do not send your child with a mask as this presents a possible safety  issue. Also, 
if your child’s costume has toy weapons, we ask that you  keep those at home. Anything 

of this nature that shows up at school will kept in the principal’s office during the day. 

We will look forward to seeing you on Friday. 

 Progress Reports go home Nov. 13 
 Parent-Teacher interviews Nov. 20 & 21. A suggested appointment time will be coming 

home in the progress reports. 
 

 

http://www.briargreenps.ocdsb.ca


Terry Fox Remembered 
By Genevieve (gr. 6) 

    There are many interpretations of the 

word “hero”, but I think we can all agree 
that Terry Fox fits those definitions. This 
courageous young man was born in Win-
nipeg, Manitoba (though he grew up in 
Port Coquitlam, BC). Terry enjoyed vari-
ous sports until the age of eighteen, when 
a horrible tragedy struck: he was diag-
nosed with bone cancer. This lead to an 
amputation - his right leg - that inspired 
him to make a difference. Terry decided to 
run across Canada to raise money for 
cancer research. 
    Though Terry Fox succumbed to     
cancer eventually, his legacy remains. His 
story teaches a valuable lesson: that hard 
work, perseverance and determination 
truly do pay off. 

 

The Terry Fox Run 
Last Month, the students and teachers 
ran the Terry Fox Run in the field at 
Briargreen to raise money for cancer 
research. First of all, we lined up quietly. 
Then, we sang O'Canada. Next, we 
warmed up by stretching. After that, 
Mrs. McLeod said we could start      
running. Then we were running and it 
was fun. At the end we were dancing. 
Lastly, we came back in line, came  
inside and had snack. I really liked the 
Terry Fox Run. 
By: Jaina (gr. 2) 

 

 
 

The Run Of Hope 
Last  month, we ran the Terry Fox Run 
with students and teachers in the Bri-
argreen field to raise money for cancer 
research. First, we lined up to go out-
side. When we were outside we sang 
O'Canada and then two big students 
came up to have a stretch with us. Then 
we started to run. After we started to do 
a lot of laps. Finally, we sang and 
danced with the music player and came 
in to have snack. I felt happy to help 
people that are hurt. 
(Grade 2 student) 

 

The grade twos have been learning 
about Canadian hero, Terry Fox.  When 
asked to write about who Terry Fox was, 
they came up with so many ideas. Let s 
hear just a few of the things, they wrote 
about and had to say about Terry Fox: 
 
Terry Fox was a brave Canadian who was 
not a quitter. (Kimi) 
Terry Fox was a Canadian hero. (Leo) 
How did Terry do it? He was a Future 
Ace. (Matthew) 
Terry Fox is a famous Canadian Hero. He 
had to get his leg amputated. (Karina) 
Terry Fox never gave up. (Iris) 
He decided to run across Canada to raise 
money for Cancer research. (Alex) 
Terry Fox decided to run the Marathon of 
HOPE for cancer research. (Justin) 
He ran to raise money for cancer. 
(Brayden) 
Terry did not run across Canada for him-
self, he ran for others. (Sofie) 
He stopped the Marathon of hope  in 

Thunder Bay. (Ruth) 
Terry Fox wish came true. He raised a lot 
of money for other people. (Darcy) 
He raised over 500 million dollars. 
(Hamza) 
Terry Fox had 2 brothers . Terry Fox had 
1 sister. (Axel) 
He had a sister named Judith, a brother 
named Fred and another brother named 
Darrell. (Olivia) 
Terry Fox loved the sports basketball, 
hockey , soccer and baseball. Terry Fox 
loved the board game Operation (Annie) 
Terry Fox died when he was 22 years old. 
(Vesper) 
Terry Fox was a Candian hero. (David) 
I love Terry Fox. (Rahym) 
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Terry Fox Run-Some of our students’ perspective 

Supporting Your Child at home 

Math Web Sites 

EPractice: http://oame.on.ca/CLIPS/index.html?ePractice=T-a math practice website that is tied to the Ontario Curriculum. 

mathmaster.org offers free math videos and practice activities on a range of topics. Videos are presented in a student friendly 
way and are great for home study or to help with homework. 

http://mangahigh.com Manga High is a wonderful site, packed full of superbly made and engaging 
math games that cover most parts of the curriculum. The games range from a a robot game to 
practice the basics, to growing flowers to practice fractions and decimals 

Reading Websites 

http://asp.tumblebooks.com/library/asp/home_tumblebooks.asp is an online reading resource from 
the Ottawa Public Library. 

www.readtheory.org/ has on-line reading & comprehension activities. Sign-up for free on line. 

 

Please note that these sites are not ranked in any way. 

Thank you for your support. 

 



In the Fall, as part of our safety and security, staff and 
students participate in a series of fire drills.  As well, at the 
end of November the whole school will be practicing our 
lockdown procedure.  As with rehearsing a fire drill, prac-
ticing this procedure is necessary in order to ensure pre-
paredness.  These measures are consistent with the 
Board’s policy and procedures. 

BUS SAFETY 

Our drivers take pride in making sure that our students 
ride to and from school safely every day. Our drivers’ 
number one job is student safety and they work with the 
school to ensure that students are following safety expec-
tations. 

Unless the infraction is judged to be a  major safety issue, 
a student will receive a warning about behaviour from his 
or her drivers. The next step is a written bus report. When 
a student receives a write-up for the first time, s/he will 
discuss the issue with Mrs. McLeod. Parent contact is 
made when students receive further write-ups. Conse-
quences may range from a change in seating  to a possi-
ble suspension from transportation. Please take time to 
review the following safety guidelines with your children to 
ensure that they have a safe and comfortable ride each 
day on the bus. 
-Students must remain seated for the entire trip 
-Students are to speak with a quiet and polite voice. Ap-
propriate language is to be used at all times. 

-Students are to be respectful of others and their belong-
ings 

-No food or drink is allowed on the bus 

-Students are expected to obey their driver’s instructions 
promptly and respectfully. 

 

We appreciate your support as we make every effort to 
keep our students safe. 

 

 

Safety 

Briargreen is a Future Aces School 

What is the Future Aces Philosophy? 
The Future Aces Philosophy created by Herbert Carnegie in 1956 
is designed to help youth develop the self-knowledge and self-
confidence that will enable them to take control of their lives and to 
use their abilities in a positive way.  It provides a model for behav-
iour based on teachable skills with a meaningful message to en-
courage responsible citizenship. 
Used in this context: 
FUTURE means always striving for improvement 
ACES means being the best you can be and an acronym for: 
A    Attitude, Ability, Action, Achieve 
C    Co-operation, Courage, Confidence 
E    Empathy, Example, Education 
S    Service, Sportsmanship 
Our first Future Aces assembly is on Tuesday October 28 and our 
school-wide goal for the next month focuses on demonstrating a 
“positive attitude” 
How you can help at home: Ask your child “What was something 
positive that happened at school today?” or “What was something 
positive that you did for someone else today?” 

School Tours 

School tours will be offered on the first Monday of the month at 
9:30 and the first Thursday of the month at 1:00. If you know of 
families who will be new to our school next year please let them 
know of this opportunity. Visitors will have a chance to view the 
school and ask questions about our programs. Interested     
visitors can call the school office to confirm the availability of a 
tour. 

Appropriate Clothing 

As the weather gets colder, please make sure that your child is 
appropriately dressed with a hat, mitts and a warm jacket. An 
extra pair of socks in the backpack in case of wet feet is a good 
idea as well.  

School Council 

Movie Night is coming up 

Students have been asked what the would like to watch at School 
Council Family Movie Evening. Dress up in your comfy pajamas 
and come out for an evening of cinema, popcorn and fun and    
support Briargreen while doing so. Movie night will be Friday     
November 14 at 7:00 p.m. 

Healthy Lunch Ideas 

It is always a good idea to pack a healthy lunch. This helps kids 
have energy to learn and grow. Here are some tips to pack a 
healthy lunch bag: 

Fruits and veggies should be a part of every lunch. Try some 
dips like hummus, cottage cheese, and yogurt. 

Select whole grain breads and crackers. 

Buy different types of cheese (cheddar, swiss) in different forms 
(cubes, strings, balls). 

Last night’s dinner can make a quick lunch for the next day. 

Pack water, milk, or 100% fruit juice for drinks. 

Use an insulated food jar for foods like soup, chili, stew and 
leftovers so they are still hot at lunch.  

Place a frozen ice pack, water bottle or juice box beside the 
cold foods. 

Wash the lunch bag or box often with warm soapy water. 

For more information visit www.ottawa.ca/health  

Other School Items 

http://www.ottawa.ca/health

